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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Advent 3  

12 December 2010 

Preacher 

Alan Little 

Lay Preacher and Church Warden 
Readings:  Isaiah 35.1-10; Song of Mary; James 5.7- 10; Matthew 11.2-11. 
 

The Kingdom of God – a Christmas gift beyond expect ation 
 
Children’s talk at 10am Eucharist 
 
Good morning to you all. 
 
You will remember that a few weeks ago Father Chris talked to us about the churches clock and that 
we celebrated the churches new year called Advent. 
 
Advent means coming, who can tell me what special event is coming 

• End of school 
• Holidays 
• Fun at the beach 
• Christmas. 

The most important of these is Christmas – the birth of someone very special – Jesus Christ – who 
is Jesus – son of God – sent to earth to teach us that God loves us all and wants us to love him and 
to love all other people. 
 
What happens at Christmas? 

• We give presents 
• We celebrate with family and friends 
• We share in a large family gathering and eat too much. 

 
Why do you think we celebrate? 

• Because we are happy 
• Because we love one another 
• Look forward with joy to having a great time. 

 
I hope you are all looking forward to a good time, to some surprises, to some presents and sharing 
the love that Mum & Dad have for you and all the family and know that Jesus and God also want to 
share in that love with you. 
 
Is there anything special you are celebrating this week? Any birthdays? 
 
Prayer: Loving God we thank you that you sent Jesus to us at Christmas to show us how much you 
love us and we ask that help us to remember Jesus on Christmas day when we are celebrating his 
birthday and the good things that means for each one of us, our mums and dads and all our family 
and your family of friends here at St Mark’s. 
 
--------------------------------------------- 
 
Sermon 
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Today is the third Sunday in Advent, we have lit the third Advent candle and we continue to reflect 
on what is coming; we look forward in anticipation with joy and speculation at the wonders of the 
coming of Jesus into our world to help us to better understand our God and his unceasing love.  So 
we look forward to Christmas not only to celebrate the coming of the Christ child but also as an 
awakening of a new direction, a personal re-birthing, a new way, a transformed life. 
 
When we read the lessons appointed for today you were probably just as puzzled as me; and asked 
what have these got to do with Advent, Christmas and the coming of the Messiah; and how can I 
make them relate to this season of Advent. 
 
So come with me on a journey as we explore an interpretation that could either simply reconfirm 
our current understanding and expectations of Christmas, or hopefully provide a new awareness 
that we might set our sights on a fresh pathway, the highway that Isaiah calls in our first reading, 
the Way to Holiness. 
 
First we look at James, this appears the most disjointed of our readings because it was written for a 
early church which had become impatient waiting for the second coming of the Lord. The early 
church expected the second coming in their lifetime, and as this created much concern for them, it 
became a common theme in many New Testament letters.  Only very reluctantly did the early 
church come to realize that the Second Coming was not as imminent as they had all first believed 
and hoped. 
 
Here in today’s reading from James, he was urging the church to be patience just as the farmer 
waits for the harvest knowing that once he has sown the seed and maintained the field, that God 
would provide the growth in his own time. This is a basic principle of our NCD program. Provided 
we do our part and sow the seed among the faithful and in the community and diligently nurture our 
supporting programs, we can expect God to provide the growth in his time. For us, for the early 
church and for John the Baptist the advice from James is  “ Don’t grumble, be patient because our 
God is full of compassion and mercy.” 
 
The Matthew gospel reading follows our readings in previous weeks where we recall John the 
Baptist has preached in the wilderness advocating the coming of the Messiah. He encourages all to 
repent of their sins, be baptised and be saved. In this role the prophesy is fulfilled when he baptises 
Jesus and declares him as the Messiah. Later we learn that John is thrown into prison and it is from 
there in prison that today’s reading takes place.  

John the Baptist, is restless, in the depths of Herod’s prison, no doubt convinced of his impending 
execution, begins to doubt, or at least to wonder, “Did I get it right?”  Questioning himself whether 
Jesus really was the Messiah.   

 

What he expected and what was happening with Jesus obviously confused him. Let’s explore why. 

When we look at the first part of the Isaiah reading we have in v 4 …“ Be strong, do not fear your 
God will come, he will come with vengeance with divine retribution, and will save you”...  This was 
clearly John’s Judaist view and expectations of the Messiah.  John was expecting judgment, 
retribution and vengeance. He probably also expected to be set free from prison again in Isaiah v4 
…. “he will come and save you….”  He was probably wondering why he was not being rescued, so 
he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, "Are you the Messiah?"  From Matthew v:2 “....Are you the one 
who was to come or should we expect someone else?”  
 
The names given to the two parts of our Christian Bible are the Old and New Testaments. The New 
Testament recognizes the continuity of the move from Judaism to Christianity but it also highlights 
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the discontinuity between the two. The Old Testament reveals the old way of understanding God, a 
God of retribution and persecution. The New Testament reveals the new way through Jesus, 
revealing a God of love and mercy; and this is the reason for John’s confusion. 
 
John the Baptist here represents the last and the end of the Old Testament understanding of God, for 
in these readings we see clearly revealed, the transition between the Old and the New taking place. 
Jesus’ response of healing and love and compassion is a totally new and fresh concept and direction 
and not the retribution and vengeance John was expecting.  
 
Jesus response to John’s disciples was tell John what you see and hear Matthew v5 …“that the blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, those with leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised” and 
interestingly these very words also come from the same passage in Isaiah. 
 
Jesus tells us in Matthew v11, that John was the greatest of all to have come before Jesus under the 
old system, but all who live in the new system, transformed by the life of Jesus, and that is all of us, 
we will know and experience a fuller and more purposeful life than John.  We are here advised we 
are part of the new creation, the new order. 
 
John the Baptist is like the Old Testament usher to the gate of heaven who performed his job well 
and will be appropriately rewarded. However, his understanding of entry requirements, of 
persecution and retribution, have been replaced by Jesus, who opens the New Testament door with 
love and invites all of us to enter, pointing the way to life more glorious than what we have yet 
dared to expect or imagine. 
 
Jesus comment about John the Baptist may harsh, but what is promised to those who follow Jesus, 
is a life of an entirely different quality and tone. Life transformed – brand new!  Not just a return to 
the “good old days,” but as St. Paul has declared, “Glory to God whose power working in us will do 
infinitely more than we could ask or imagine!” 

Jesus is leading us to a world transformed; he is the very Advent of the Kingdom of God. In our OT 
reading Isaiah proclaims the vision of a barren desert rejoicing and blossoming abundantly, with 
water, with joy and singing! Weak hands being strengthened; fearful hearts given hope; waters 
breaking forth to create flowing streams in the desert; the way home through that desert being 
transformed from a narrow rugged and treacherous track into a broad and straight highway that all 
can travel safely. All these changes seem absolute impossibilities but are used to highlight the fact 
that we too are to expect the unexpected; beyond our imagination. 

Do we dare to change your expectations about the gift at Christmas? How much do we dare to hope 
to experience this revelation in our lives? Are we simply looking for the repeat of the best of what 
we’ve experienced before, or do we dare we look for more? Do we again approach Christmas 
looking for the “good old days” or will we follow Christ’s lead and look for a totally transformed 
future. A re-birth, a new start, a transformed life, a new dimension, a new creation for all. 

The Kingdom of God revealed in Jesus Christ is different; very different. It is far more than we 
have yet imagined. As Jesus said “Go and make disciples of all nations...” His vision was not only 
for the Jews, it is not only for Sydney Anglicans, it is not only for Christians; it is for all people, all 
races, all who earnestly seek God.   

Perhaps the challenge facing the church today is to ensure we don’t follow John’s approach and 
keep searching for the “good old days” hoping to revive or resuscitate faith communities that have 
gone stale. The challenge Christ has presented us, is to ensure we offer the church and the world, 
fresh visions of a renewed and transformed world – the Kingdom of God that includes all of God’s 
children, all of God’s creation, and not just the “faithful.” All inclusive, interfaith aware, open 
minded. 
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Christmas is not just expecting the joy of celebrating the gift of the Christ child, but also everything 
else that Jesus represents; it is the opportunity of a brand new and dynamic discovery, where we, as 
his servants are responsible to play our part in the recreation and redirection of this world for the 
benefit of all.  

May we wake on Christmas morning to the joy of beginning a new life, unexpected, challenging, 
more than we have ever dared even ask for. And through our life together, that the new and 
refreshing life God has offered of love, mercy and compassion, will not only be given to us, but to 
the whole world and that we might be empowered with skills and incentives to play our creative 
part.  

Now that really would be an Advent coming and a Christmas gift beyond expectation. 

 
________________________________- 


